
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 3  rd   April 2019  

Present: Cllr. E. Phelan (in the chair), Parish Clerk Mrs. S. Towne.  Parish Councillors 
McDonald, Shanks.  Four parishioners.

1. The minutes of the meeting held on 4th April 2018 were approved and signed as a 
true record.

2. Chairman's Report
Funding has been provided to village organisations: £1500 to Skirlaugh School PTFA , 
£1500 to St. Augustine’s Church for masonry repairs and £300 to Village Voices.
The parish council has worked with the school and PCSO Darren Bainton to improve road 
safety outside the school.  ERYC has now installed double yellow lines.
The parish council has continued to work with the playing field committee and has provided 
funding for their insurance policy as well as for repairs to the children’s play area.
ERYC has been requested to attend to various maintenance issues, including potholes, 
footpath surfaces and a defective gully.
With the assistance of ERYC, the dog warden has fixed no-fouling stickers and overgrown 
vegetation has been cleared.
Two WW1 soldier silhouettes, funded by ERYC, were purchased and sited temporarily 
during November near the clock.  A planning application to erect these permanently has 
been submitted and the names of the twelve soldiers will be engraved on the silhouettes.
The parish council has taken over responsibility for the maintenance of the defibrillator.
Another 100 trees have been planted in Jubilee Wood, and notices were sent to properties 
backing onto the wood regarding unauthorised accesses into the wood.
A garden competition was run for the first time during the summer.
At the January meeting the parish council received a planning application to demolish the 
Sun Inn and replace it with five residential properties.   Many parishioners attended and gave
their views on the application.  The parish council has submitted its comments and listing a 
number of material objections.  The parish council also submitted an unsuccessful 
application for listed building status as well as an application for the building to be listed as 
an Asset of Community Value and for conservation status.  The parish council continues to 
work with the local community to preserve this historic building.
The developer has been asked to provide a litter bin for Crown Park and to address the lack 
of street lighting.
The chairman thanked the Clerk for her work and also PCSO Darren Bainton for his support 
during the year.

3. Village Hall Report
The committee intends to step down in May, but will be available to help during the transition
period.
The hall is currently facing a funding crisis, having lost the rental of the upstairs room and 
suffering a loss at the Party in the Park.  There is no longer sufficent income generated to 
repay the outstanding balance of the Charity Bank loan.  The committee has been grateful 
for the suppport of the parish council in the past and will welcome their continued support 
during this time.
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4. Playing Field Report
In the last year the committee has greater stability and a clear plan to source funding to 
allow development of the playing field facilities.  The committee is working with ERYC and 
others to formulate plans for development of facilities.
Ground conditions are now better than ever, for which thanks are due to the parish council 
for funding drainage and grass cutting.  Cricket and football teams play regularly and it is 
planned to encourage girls’ football in 2020.  Links are being forged with the Brownies and 
the school to increase use of the field.

5. Financial Report
Skirlaugh Parish Council Joint Burial Committee

Opening balance 1.4.18 7281.05 4492.81
Precept 22000.00
Receipts 3883.73 1829.00
Expenses 23724.54 758.01
Balance 31.3.2019 9440.24 5563.80

6. Any Other Business
There being no further business, the Chairman thanked those attending and closed the 
meeting at 7.30 pm.


