
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 4th April 2018 

 

Present: Cllr. E. Atkinson (in the chair), Parish Clerk Mrs. S. Towne.  Parish Councillors 

McDonald, Shanks, Stewart. 

Parishioners: Richard Corden, Neil Havercroft (Playing Field Committee Chairman), Jack 

Havercroft (Cricket club secretary). 

 

1. The minutes of the meeting held on 5th July 2017 were circulated.  It was agreed that 

they should be approved and signed as a true record. 

 

2. Chairman's Report 

The Playing Field Pavilion was destroyed in an arson attack in the spring, but with financial 
assistance from the English County Cricket Board, a replacement was put in place before 
the end of the cricket season. 
 
There has not been formal football on the field for several years, mainly due to the poor 
drainage. An alternative process, known as verti-draining, was available at a cost which the 
Parish Council could afford to support, and it was agreed to go ahead with this and thanks to 
the efforts of two Parish Councillors and the provision of new goalposts football is once 
again being played on a regular basis. 
 
The Jubilee Wood continues to mature and the cost of play equipment for it has been 
established. It is intended to display these proposals and to consult with residents before 
potentially applying for financial assistance from the commuted sums held by East Riding 
Council for schemes which can be proved to be of benefit to, and have the support of, the 
parish. 
 
The same applies to the possibility of developing a new and permanent pavilion with 
enhanced facilities, to replace the temporary one. 
 
A Parish Council website has been launched to help meet responsibilities under the new 
Transparency Code, and which will provide easier access to residents about the Parish 
Council, its Meeting, and other data. 
 
There have been resignations from, and new members joining the Council.  Vacancies are 
advertised locally and interest in them is welcome. They will also be advertised on the new 
website. 
 
Other matters which arose during the year included traffic problems outside the school;   
repairs to the several planters and to the notice board. It is intended to replace the village 
map, but we are waiting until the new development is finalised.  The addition of names to the 
street name bank; an improved level of maintenance in the churchyard. 
 
All members will join me in thanking Sara Towne, our Parish Clerk.  It was not until I took on 
this role last year that I fully appreciated just how much work she does for us, (not least, this 
year, with regard to getting the new website up and running,) and I thank her on behalf of us 
all. 
 
3. Village Hall Report 
All regular bookings have continued over the year providing a steady income stream. 

A good level of adhoc booking continues for community meetings, family parties and 

fundraising events.  Additional income is being realised with the continued hire of the office 

space upstairs by a local business. 



Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 4th April 2018 (contd.) 

 

Funds raised in 2016 have been used over the year to undertake redecoration , significant 

repairs to the upstairs boiler and replacement of kitchen appliances.  Some second-hand 

chairs in good condition were kindly donated by a local education provider .   

The  ‘Party in the Park’ took place in May.  However, attendance figures were lower than 

estimated which resulted in the event running at a small loss, therefore the committee 

decided not to run event in 2018, however other fundraising opportunities will be reviewed as 

required. 

On a more positive note the Village Hall’s current position is financially sound, covering all 

outgoings without any dependence on external financial support/grants, and continues to be 

well used by the local community. 

The current six committee members are looking to retire at the end of 2019 when the Charity 

Bank Loan payments will have been successfully settled.  At this point, each Committee 

Member will have served 12 years on the Committee. 

Over the next 12 months, the Committee will work towards a smooth exit strategy for its 

members, with the main focus being to ensure that this valuable community asset can 

continue to be made available to local people now and in the future. 

The Chairman would like to thank his colleagues on the committee as well as the regular 

helpers for their support. 

 
4. Playing Field Report 
The destruction of the old pavilion brought out the best in the community, in particular the 
members of the cricket team, in removing the remains and preparing the site for the current 
temporary pavilion.  The current chairman of the committee is the third in a relatively short 
period of time, which means the committee has had to tread water for several months.  
However, we have drafted an updated constitution and a vision statement, to be formally 
adopted at the AGM.  A budget has been prepared for 2018.  The condition of the field is 
now greatly improved and is used by cricket and football teams.  An ECB junior cricket 
programme is to be held for the first time.  It is hoped this will encourage young people to 
participate in cricket and form future youth teams.  Funding for kit has been received from 
the ECB. 
The committee aims to install a new pavilion with the help of commuted sums, to secure 
third-party funding and to engage effectively with the community to ensure the playing field 
facilities are more widely used.  The financial assistance received from the parish council 
has been much appreciated and we will be grateful for their continued support. 
 
5. Financial Report 
    Skirlaugh Parish Council  Joint Burial Committee 
 
Opening balance 1.4.17  6749.44 (adjusted)   4391.55 
Precept    22000.00 
Receipts    4918.13    999.00 
Expenses    26386.52    897.74 
Balance 31.3.2018   7281.05    4492.81 
 
6. Any Other Business 
The Chairman pointed out that the new website can be used to promote the village hall and 
playing field committees as well as community groups and sports teams. 
 
There being no further business, the Chairman thanked those attending and closed the 
meeting at 7.35 pm. 


