
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 5th July 2017 

 

Present: Cllr. E. Atkinson (in the chair), Parish Clerk Mrs. S. Towne;  

Parish Councillors:   Ambler, Beaumont, Hakeney, Stewart, Wilson. 

Parishioner: Mr. T. Frost. 

 

1. The minutes of the meeting held on 13th April 2016 were read.  It was agreed that 

they should be approved and signed as a true record. 

 

2. Chairman's Report 

 

Two significant events during the year have been the death of Cllr Eddie Large and the 
retirement of Cllr Terry Frost, both of whom have been valuable members of the council.  
During last year the council struggled to achieve a full complement of councillors, but a full 
house has once again been achieved. 
 
The number of council responsibilities has increased substantially and we are required to 
deal with these far more professionally than in times past. There are now no less than 17 
individual responsibilities, apart from those of Chairman and Vice-chairman. All these are 
undertaken on a completely voluntary and unpaid basis by the councillors in their free time 
and my thanks go to all of them for their work. 
 
The Council has considered a number of development proposals during the year, and was 
disappointed with East Riding’s decision to allow the proposed caravan park adjacent to the 
Skirlaugh Garden Centre, in spite of numerous objections.  
 
The other major building work in the village is the Benningholme Lane development. During 
the year concerns were expressed about the traffic impact on Benningholme Lane. It was 
decided to delay a further request for a survey until the development is completed and its full 
impact can be appreciated. 
 
The Jubilee Wood has continued to be maintained, but the trees have not yet reached a 
maturity which would allow the area to be opened for use by local residents. Quotes have 
been received for the supply and installation of activity equipment which it is hoped could be 
financed from the community funds which should become available from the Benningholme 
Lane development. 
 
There have been the usual maintenance issues, with perhaps the most costly and 
unexpected being the fall of a large branch in the churchyard.  The churchyard trees and 
grass are the responsibility of the Parish Council, so the cost of the tree work required had to 
be found from the existing precept.  The parish council had a tree survey done on grounds of 
public safety and to try to avoid any more unexpected costs. This fortunately confirmed that 
there should be no other imminent works required. 
 
Other parish activities that the Parish Council agreed to support financially during the year 
were the Party in the Park and the Parent Teachers Association for the school play area. 
 
 
2016 marked thirty years since Sara Towne became Skirlaugh’s Parish Clerk.  She was 
thanked for all administrative work she has done over the years to keep the council running 
smoothly over the years. 
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3. Village Hall Report 
 
Regular bookings have continued to provide a steady income stream, as well as community 
meetings, family parties and fundraising events.   Additional income is being realised with 
the continued hire of the office space upstairs.  Led by a committee of 6 volunteers, the 
Village Hall continues to be financially viable. 
 
Over the next 2 years, the Committee would like discuss an appropriate exit strategy for the 
current Committee Members who have expressed a wish to stand down in 2019, each 
having served 12 years as Trustees since the Village Hall was refurbished in 2007.  Our 
view would be that a comprehensive Parish Plan for Recreational and Leisure Facilities 
would now be best placed to manage these central community resources. 

 
4. Playing Field Report 
 
The cricket club continues to play matches and the play areas are well used.  There are five 
member of the management committee, their priority being to develop plans for major 
improvements with the aid of funding from the commuted sums scheme.  The aim is to 
provide a new pavilion, following the old one having being burned down, and improving the 
drainage of the field which would enable football to be played here once again.  The 
installation of more children's play equipment would update the play facilities and the safety 
surfacing will be improved.  
Thanks are due to the parish council for their help in paying for the grass cutting and clearing 
weeds alongside the ditch.   
 
5. Financial Report 
    Skirlaugh Parish Council  Joint Burial Committee 
 
Opening balance 1.4.16  6568.32    3192.04 
Precept    20000.00 
Receipts    1676.74    2251.59 
Expenses    21678.35    1052.08 
Balance 31.3.2017   6566.71    4391.55 
 
6. Any Other Business 
Mr. Frost asked how the new pavilion, drainage and play equipment would be funded from 
commuted sums and what other provision has been made to fund these projects.   Cllr. 
Ambler explained that assistance has already been received from Yorkshire Cricket and the 
English Cricket Board and the proposals can be split into four projects which can be 
completed in stages.   The agreement from Peter Ward Homes to provide financial 
assistance in place of installing a play area in the new development will be followed up. 
 
There being no further business, the Chairman thanked those attending and closed the 
meeting at 7.35 pm. 
 
 


